
 

 

Teachers struggle without donations of school 
supplies 

 

Studies have proven that a student’s productivity is greatly affected by a lack of basic school 
supplies. 

“Classroom Central provides educators the ability to give their students the best materials and 
resources without having to always go out and buy them,” said Nicole Ramirez, a Charlotte 
Mecklenburg Schools kindergarten teacher. 

With the average classroom size ranging from 25 to 30 students, it can take twice as much time to 
get through a lesson plan if all students do not come prepared with necessary supplies. 

Classroom Central, a nonprofit that collects and distributes free school supplies to area Title I 
schools, found that having access to the right supplies and materials maximizes instructional time. 

Classroom Central’s “Free Store” allows educators at select high-risk schools to make an 
appointment to shop for free school supplies. 

For the past 20 years, in partnership with Communities in Schools, Charlotte-Mecklenburg and 
Classroom Central, the WSOC-TV 9 School Tools program, collects school supplies, which are then 



distributed to students in grades K-12. These items play a big role in preparing students to be 
successful in the upcoming school year. 

“Any little bit counts, and we as educators are more than thankful for any resource we receive to use 
in our classrooms,” Ramirez said. 

From now until Aug. 26, school supplies can be donated at more than 40 donation locations across 
the Carolinas. Donation locations can be found by clicking on this link: 9 School Tools Donation 
Locations. 

School supplies can also be donated at the following WSOC-TV 9 Family Focus partner 
locations: Showmars, Ashley HomeStore, Hendrick Honda or ER Plumbing Service. 

Learn more about the 9 School Tools at www.9SchoolTools.com. 

If your organization or business would like to get involved or help with 9 School Tools or if you have 
an inspiring story to share, please email Kevin Campbell, community affairs manager for WSOC-TV, 
at kevin.campbell@wsoctv.com. 
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